RESFARCH INSTITUT® FOR MICROBIAL DISRASHS
OSAKA UNIVERSITY
OSAKA, JAPAN

June 10, 1952

Dr. J. Lederberg, Professor
Department of Genetlcs
College of Agriculture
Iniversity of Wisconsin
Madison, Wisconsin

IIO s. A.

Dear Professor Lederberg 3

I an very glad to write you this letter after a long
silence. Before anything, I must acknowledge your kindness
letting me know about your recent publication titled with
' Microbial Geneticd, which I purchased through some book
saller. Nowadays I am enjoying to resad your useful and-
attractive book. Our friends and assoclates have already
purchased your book following to my recommendation.

Under a separsate cover, I am sending my preliminsary
report and a-noterofiithe studies on the antigeniec variation
in Trypsnosoma gambiense. Moreover, our manuscript on
Trichomonas vaginalis has been enclosed therewith, which is
to be published in the Journal of Infectious Dispase. if
it is nos too troublesome, I should like to ask for your
bitter oriticism towards our'exparinental data.

Oon the chinetosoma of dur: strain-.of- Trvpanosoma gam—* :
biense, " I-kxamined vary preciselv by means of several staining
methods, but I am very sorry,that i%t-was non-chinetosome
strain, o fiud

In my previous letter, I wrote you that I had: been
working and felt keen interest in the genetical sphere of
protozoology. However, I felt actually that it necessiates
more knowledge of general genetics to disguass on gen control
of our antigenie variation, Consequently, I have recently
had earnest desire to study on the wéneral-genesiésan Here
I must write you that T had -studied in our Department of - -
, Bacteriolozv for as 1ong as about 10 years since my graduation o

from the Medical School, '8ur 0saka UniVersity. “At that time,
- A chief of our Denartment ‘of Bacteriolegy was Prof. Dr. Tenji
Taniguchl, who 1s femeds Hrsy Weellent works of Wasserman
~antigen and several virus 1ncluding Japanese Encephalitis,.'
“Berpes sinplex,ﬁi“”' ‘ste.  Dering my 3tddy tife in bacteri-
ology, I worked chiefly in the field of virulolegy { virus~») ‘
and pﬁbltshgdmabou% 15 papers on several-species of virus,
including Japsfiese and 3t. Louls Encephalitls, measles, trachoma
vaccinia, dengue fever, etc.,  Above all, it is to be noted that

]

.. our sucecess of snimal transnissions of- dengue virus was repcrted
- ~.prior to Dr,. Sabin'a successful report in your country. : Qur

+ During. this
1eld of malariology.V
jablish the & -

‘preminary paper was published in Japanese in 1943
- .war, however, T was oblidged to work in the
‘stuv chi@f’thpma‘at that t wprp to find and'




ideal chemotherapeutic and chemovrophylactic procedures, Then
I set out the studles under conalderation of exoerythrocytic
1ife cycles. Fortunately, I established sewtsdinteresting works
also in this fleld. Above all, a new monkey malaria parasite
was 1solated from Formosan wmonkey by ourselves and determined
a8 a new subspecies f Plasmodium inuil. This species is

very convenlent and useful for studies of experimental malaria
and very interesting taxonomically. However, I am very sorry
that all strains of both svian and simian malaq&a{ md already
been lost during the war. On this account, I abstaln
from the malariology for a while, although there remalned many
interesting problems - to be solved in the future.

This malaria research led me&t&ﬁ%rotozoology after the
termination of the war. Further my studies on Trypansoma
gambiense make a motive to launch a ney genetical studles in
microbiology. On this account, I éﬂ“%ﬁrv’much interested in bketh
bacterlial and viral genetics and able-®e read your papers with grat (dm'zl'
vith easiness, Only my earnesat hope is to have more knowledge am
of genetics. Accordingly, I have recently came to the con-
clusion that our studies should cover all microbial organisms.
If not so, we shall not be able to understood on%zrgsphenomenon
in protozoa in correct way. ' - even

At present, I have an idea to establish a new Department
of Microbial Genetics in our Institute.in thé future. Recently,
I was very much interested in discussions on the origine of @utpetics)
drug resistant strain. As I am a bacteriologist in nature,
I shonld like to work 4n the field of drug resistance. too.

This is my carsar ofrgcientific researchés, *

Allow me to ask you for vour thoughtfulness giving me
an oppotunity to study on microbial genetics in your laboratory
for a while. Of course, I shall be very lucky if you would kindly
2ive me a freedom to work on protozoan genetics. However,
I may™ work in the fleld of bacterial genetics, as I have an
idea that our studies must not confined to the small part of

microbiology{ﬂbrotozoology) Purthermore, I am very interested
in virus genetics, becaus I have much experience in this

gclentific field.

My and our vapers on experimental malaria and dengue
fever are sending you by sea mail under another separate cover,
however I am very sorry that the major part of our studies
have not yet been published in ®nglish,

Until the present, several members of our University
have been in your country and working actively in the field
of medlcal sclence. For example, Dr. Toru Miyaji, Assistant
Professor of the Pathological Deapartment of our Medical
School, one of our intimate class mate at the school, has‘wznmtu
been in the Ben May Cancer Laboratory, University of Chicago,
to where he removed from Bethesda after gradustion from the
fellowship of the ¥ational Cancer Institute , N. I. H., last
vear, Dr. Ryolun Kinoshita, Professor of Pathological
Devartment of our Medical School, hadybeen in the University
of California at Loa Angeles ( U, C. L. A. ). As you probably



N

Feouplickad
¥now, he 1is very famous for his excellent works,on butter
,vellow,?~ carcinogenic substance. Already the studies on
this butter yvellow have been passed by biochemists in you
enzyme hntel, I heard. Recently, I hear.that he gain -

“the professorship of the University of California at Los

Angeles and s post of the chlef of some cancer laboratory.

They have wery close relationship with me and very much

aquentance with my charactem and career. As you know,

Dr. Hayaishi is also one of our members. More recently

Dr. Takeda was granted a fellowship of the California Uni-
versity at San Francisco, who has been studing on the

enzyme adaptations in bacteris under Dr. M. Suda, who is
famous for his work on successive adaption.in our Institute.
Furthermore, Dr. A. Shibatanl working in the histochemical
studies of nucleic acid may b® go to Dr. Mirsky, Rockfeller
Institute for Medical Research, New York, in the near future.

In some journal, I have read that the international
Meeting of Genetists will be held in Italy in the next year.
If I were granted for my reporting our studies on Trypanesomg
and Trichomonas, I should like to present at the International
Meeting. Of course, I think that our experimental results
are very interesti and important in the field of microbisl
genetics. Plead®eive me vour free dlscussions on our experi-
mental datal If you were IAterested in our experimental data,
I should like to =sk your 'mansgement for fecommendation of
our studies to Dr, Claudic Barigozzil, Milano, Italy. By

the way, I wrote here that Dr. Sonneborn %1s greatly interested
in our studies.

Trusting your kindness to write soon a reply, I am,

Very truthfully yours,

<?122§a 52u442L;
Shozo Inoki, M.D.‘v

Department of Parasitology
Asgéistant Professor
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